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I. IMO Council (C), 137th session (C 137) Meeting Highlights 

The Council is the executive entity of the International Maritime Organization (IMO). 

Under the authority of the Assembly, it supervises the Organization's work. The Council consists 

of 40 Member States elected by the Assembly for a two-year term. 

The 137th session of the Council (C 137) was held at IMO Headquarters in London, United 

Kingdom, from 6 to 10 July 2026. The key issues discussed at the session included the following: 

1. Adoption of a resolution on the protection of key international waterways, 

reaffirming the importance of safeguarding navigational rights and freedoms in 

accordance with international law 

C 137 adopted a resolution reaffirming the importance of safeguarding navigational 

rights and freedoms in accordance with international law. The Council emphasized that 

the right of transit passage through straits used for international navigation should not be 

threatened, obstructed, denied, impeded, impaired, or suspended. The Council further 

reaffirmed that any measures adopted by coastal States to regulate vessel traffic in key 

waterways should be consistent with the relevant requirements and standards developed. 

2. Continuing challenges in the Strait of Hormuz; reaffirmation that all ships should 

enjoy non-discriminatory and unimpeded transit passage, and request to the IMO 

Secretary-General to explore options for enhancing maritime traffic safety and 

restoring the free flow of navigation 

With regard to the ongoing challenges faced by international shipping in and around 

the Strait of Hormuz, the Council condemned attacks on civilian merchant ships and 

called for de-escalation of tensions in the Middle East. The Council emphasized that any 

arrangements among States bordering the straits in the region should ensure that all ships 

are able to exercise the right of non-discriminatory and unimpeded transit passage in 

accordance with the internationally recognized traffic separation scheme adopted by IMO 

in 1968.  

The Council further reaffirmed that, in accordance with international law, including 

the Convention on the International Maritime Organization, no tolls or other charges 

should be imposed on ships for passage through the Strait. The Council requested the 

Secretary-General to explore feasible options for enhancing the safety of maritime traffic 

and to cooperate with States bordering the Strait, other Member States and industry 

stakeholders, with a view to restoring unimpeded passage through the Strait in a 

coordinated and sustainable manner.  
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3. Cooperative Mechanism for the Straits of Malacca and Singapore 

The Council took note of the experience shared by Indonesia, Malaysia, and 

Singapore in jointly managing the Straits of Malacca and Singapore through the 

“Cooperative Mechanism”, under which governments and the shipping industry share 

responsibilities and costs for maintaining the Straits. C 137 also invited interested 

Member States and other stakeholders to consider making financial or in-kind 

contributions to the two funds established under the Mechanism, namely the Aids to 

Navigation Fund and the IMO Straits of Malacca and Singapore Trust Fund, in support of 

the Cooperative Mechanism.  

4. Latest progress of the IMO Member State Audit Scheme  

The Council welcomed the successful completion of the first audit cycle of the IMO 

Member State Audit Scheme (IMSAS). Since mandatory audits were introduced in 2016, 

a total of 168 audits have been completed. The Council encouraged audited Member 

States to authorize the publication of their final audit reports in order to enhance 

transparency. Of the five audits scheduled for 2026, three had already been completed, 

covering Belarus, Haiti, and Mozambique. The remaining audits of Eritrea and Yemen 

were continuing according to the planned schedule.  

5. Other important decisions.  

The Council approved IMO’s Annual Report for 2025, the updated Risk Management 

Policy, and a new Strategic Fraud Risk Management Annex. It also granted consultative 

status to four non-governmental organizations, including the International Electric Marine 

Association, the Mærsk Mc-Kinney Møller Center for Zero Carbon Shipping, and the 

marine fuels industry coalition SEA-LNG. In addition, the Ocean Foundation was granted 

provisional consultative status for up to two years.  

 

References: 
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I. IMO Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments (III), 12th 

session (III 12) Meeting Highlights 

The Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments (III) brings together flag States, 

port States, and coastal States to consider issues relating to the implementation of IMO 

instruments, including the analysis of consolidated audit summary reports under the IMO 

Member State Audit Scheme (IMSAS). The Sub-Committee also plays a key role in analyzing 

marine casualties and disseminating lessons learned from them.  

It receives and analyses port State control data and keeps port State control procedures under 

continuous review. The development and revision of survey and certification guidelines under 

the Harmonized System of Survey and Certification (HSSC) also fall within the Sub-

Committee’s terms of reference. 

The 12th session of the Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments (III 12) was 

held at IMO Headquarters in London, United Kingdom, from 20 to 24 July 2026. The key issues 

discussed at the session included the following: 

1. Draft amendments to the Procedures for Port State Control, 2025 

III 12 continued its work on the draft amendments to the Procedures for Port State 

Control, 2025 (resolution A.1206(34)). The proposed amendments include new guidance 

for Port State Control Officers (PSCOs) on inspections relating to machinery and 

maintenance, as well as revised qualification requirements for PSCOs. The amendments 

are expected to enter into effect on 1 January 2028. 

Although the Procedures for Port State Control, 2025 are non-mandatory, they are 

widely implemented and referenced by regional Port State Control (PSC) regimes, 

including the Paris Memorandum of Understanding (Paris MoU) and the Tokyo 

Memorandum of Understanding (Tokyo MoU), and are generally regarded as the global 

benchmark for PSC inspections. The Procedures are normally revised every two years to 

reflect amendments to IMO instruments and developments in inspection practices.  

 

2. Draft amendments to the Survey Guidelines under the Harmonized System of Survey 

and Certification (HSSC), 2025. 

III 12 continued its work on the draft amendments to the Survey Guidelines under 

the Harmonized System of Survey and Certification (HSSC), 2025 (resolution 

A.1207(34)). Work has also commenced on the new Survey Guidelines under the HSSC, 

2027, including updates to reflect new IMO requirements, incorporation of forthcoming 

requirements relating to pilot transfer arrangements, and the introduction of a coding 

system for remote surveys. The revision work will continue intersessionally and is 

https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/AssemblyDocuments/A.1207%2834%29.pdf
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/AssemblyDocuments/A.1207%2834%29.pdf
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expected to be finalized at III 13, with adoption anticipated at the thirty-fifth session of 

the IMO Assembly (A 35) in December 2027. The revised Guidelines are expected to 

take effect on 1 January 2028. 

The Survey Guidelines under the Harmonized System of Survey and Certification 

(HSSC) are reviewed and updated regularly to incorporate new regulatory requirements. 

Although IMO does not designate the Guidelines as mandatory, under Regulation (EC) 

No 391/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council, they are mandatory for all 

EU-recognized organizations (Recognized Organizations, ROs), which include most 

members of the International Association of Classification Societies (IACS).  

3. Revision of MSC/Circ. 1140-MEPC/Circ. 424 on the Transfer of Ships between States. 

The draft amendments to MSC/Circ.1140-MEPC/Circ.424, Transfer of Ships between 

States, were finalized. The amendments introduce a notification mechanism for ships that 

have been deleted from a register but have not yet acquired a new flag State. They are 

expected to be approved by MSC 112 and MEPC 85 by the end of 2026. The purpose is to 

strengthen information-sharing through IMO and enhance Member States’ awareness of 

ships that may be temporarily operating without a flag. 

The draft amendments will be submitted to MSC 112 and MEPC 85, to be held from 

November to December 2026, for approval. At that stage, the Committees may also 

consider whether related legal issues should be referred to the IMO Legal Committee 

(LEG).  

The Sub-Committee also noted that stateless or abandoned ships may pose risks 

relating to safety, environmental protection and seafarers’ welfare, as well as broader legal 

issues concerning the responsibilities of former flag States and the jurisdiction of port 

States. These matters have been referred to LEG for further consideration. 

 

4. Comprehensive revision of the Guidelines on the implementation of the International 

Safety Management (ISM) Code by Administrations and companies  

A study concluded that the International Safety Management Code (ISM Code) 

remains generally fit for purpose, although there is scope to improve its implementation. 

IMO had previously agreed to undertake a comprehensive revision of the guidelines for 

implementing the ISM Code, including resolution A.1188(33), which applies to 

Administrations, and MSC-MEPC.7/Circ. 8, which applies to companies. 

IMO will therefore proceed with a comprehensive revision of the guidelines for 

implementation of the ISM Code by Administrations and companies, with the work 

targeted for completion in 2028. 

At III 12, several proposals to modernize the implementation guidelines were 

considered. Key issues included digitalization, remote audits, oversight arrangements, and 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:131:0011:0023:EN:PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:131:0011:0023:EN:PDF
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changes in company organizational structures, with the objective of ensuring the effective 

and consistent implementation of safety management across the shipping industry. The 

main outcomes included:  

(1) Identification of issues requiring further consideration during the comprehensive 

review, which may lead to amendments to the guidelines for implementation of 

the ISM Code by Administrations and companies; 

(2) Establishment of a correspondence group, which will report to III 13; and 

(3) Agreement to develop a roadmap for preparing draft amendments for 

consideration by III 14.  

Owing to time constraints during the session, the work could not be completed. 

Further work will therefore continue intersessionally. The correspondence group will report 

to III 13, and the draft amendments are expected to be submitted to III 14 for consideration. 

5. Review of the Casualty Investigation Code and its related implementation guidelines.  

IMO has initiated a review of the Code of the International Standards and 

Recommended Practices for a Safety Investigation into a Marine Casualty or Marine 

Incident (resolution MSC.255(84)) and the Guidelines to assist investigators in the 

implementation of the Casualty Investigation Code (resolution A.1075(28)), with a target 

completion year of 2028. The review is primarily driven by concerns regarding the quality, 

consistency, and timeliness of marine casualty investigations and investigation reports. 

To address these issues, draft amendments to resolutions MSC.255(84) and 

A.1075(28) have been developed. However, due to time constraints during the session, the 

work could not be completed. Further work will therefore continue intersessionally, with 

finalization expected at III 13, scheduled for July 2027. 

6. Safety inspection of small fishing vessels  

The Sub-Committee reviewed and finalized the draft guidelines on seaworthiness and 

safety inspections for small fishing vessels, together with the related inspection checklist. 

An expert group was established during the session to review and complete the guidelines. 

The guidelines are intended to enhance safety at sea while also facilitating access to 

insurance services for small fishing vessels, particularly those operating in developing 

countries. 

III 12 agreed to the draft guidelines on seaworthiness and safety inspections for small 

fishing vessels, as well as the draft safety inspection checklist for small fishing vessels, 

with a view to submitting them to MSC 112 for approval. The documents are subsequently 

expected to be circulated as a joint publication of the Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations (FAO) and IMO. 

https://view.publitas.com/himt/msc-255-84-casualty-iinvestigation-code/page/1
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/AssemblyDocuments/A.1075%2828%29.pdf
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